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CHRISTMAS 2020 

Which of us will be sorry to  see the 

back of 2020? Not me and I’m guessing not 
you. But as we head up to Christmas, I can’t 
help but feel there are better times to 
come, and hopefully not too long into the 
New Year normal service will start to be 
resumed!  
 
Yet we must not forget that life will be 
anything but normal for those who have 
suffered loss or illness during this terrible 
year, including some of our neighbours.  
Whilst we look to the future, we must also 
be sensitive to their continuing struggles 
with grief, loneliness, ongoing symptoms, 
or in so many cases the loss of jobs and 
businesses.  
 
This Christmas then, let’s keep them in our 
thoughts, and seek to support them in the 
year ahead. The pandemic has shown us 
how our community can pull together in 

adversity, and how we can do our best to 
raise the spirits of our friends and 
neighbours by little acts of kindness and 
consideration. Next year we will need that 
community spirit as much as ever.  
 
Some of the folk who have helped 
especially in our villages this year are 
mentioned on Page 10, but all those who 
appear within these pages are people who 
work year after year within our community 
to put on events, run clubs, raise money 
and generally join in with village life.  
 
This year has shown us all the value of that 
village life, across all generations. So here’s 
to us, the villagers of Flitton, Greenfield and 
Wardhedges!  
 
From Jo, Angela, Simon, Pat  
and all your Flit’n’More contributors; 
Happy Christmas. 

 
Flit 
 

‘’n’ 
 

 

More 

The parish newsletter for  Flitton,  
Greenfield and Wardhedges 
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From Your Parish Council… 

Keep up to date with what’s going on in Flitton, Greenfield and 
Wardhedges, especially during these unusual times… 
 
As we approach Christmas in the midst of Lockdown2 I am hoping that you are all staying 
well and safe. We are learning how to adapt to these strange times and getting used to new 
ways of working. The Parish Council has embraced video meetings and we are able to 
include residents who may wish to join us at the beginning of the meeting. You just email  
clerk@flittonandgreenfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk to get the log-in details. 
Unfortunately, as part of Lockdown2, we have had to close the MUGA, outdoor gym 
equipment and stop all football practice until at least 2 December. The Telephone Box Book 
Exchange remains closed because we are aligned to the CBC Library services who currently 
operate on a click (reserve) and collect basis, which we cannot do. 
You may already have noticed that we have a new website and are busily working to make 
it as effective as possible. Please have a look and subscribe to receive updates, or if you 
have any comments. This means that we can move to a linked new email system which 
should be complete in early 2021. All our email addresses (apart from a few like clerk as 
above) will still start with our names e.g. mark.gates and then  
@flittonandgreenfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk. We will continue to publicise this as we get 
closer to the changeover date.  
It has been a busy time for ‘on-line’ improvements. We have also just commissioned an 
upgrade to the MUGA website which should make for a better on-line booking system and 
prevent any double bookings which had crept into the old system recently - our apologies if 
you were a victim of this. We are now fully using on-line banking so any payments for the 
MUGA or other services can be made directly into our account. The details of how to do this 
are included on the new websites too. 
We are pleased with the progress of the Community Orchard in Joes Close. Some of the 
apple trees have yielded great fruit and this is available for anyone to pick. We will shortly 
be pruning the trees and replacing the small number that did not survive.  
We are starting a rewilding project pilot on two  grass verge areas in both Flitton and 
Greenfield. Our grass cutting contractor will get the ground ready and sow wild flower seeds 
and we hope these will look attractive and make drivers see our villages as pretty, rural 
areas which they do not want to speed through. If the pilot is successful, we would like to 
extend it in future and will be asking your opinion in due course. 
We have a separate report in this magazine about speeding in the parish. Sadly, and for a 
second year, there is no match funding being made available next year for highway safety 
projects. Anything we may want to do has therefore to be within our own resources i.e. the 
council tax you pay us. It limits our scope somewhat, but please read the article and let us 
know what you think. 
I felt very privileged to be part of the Remembrance Service this year on 8 November. It was 
outside and attracted a huge gathering of people all suitably socially distanced. It is always 
very rewarding to see how this community gets together to celebrate important events like 
the Victory days earlier this year.  
You will get this magazine before Christmas and hopefully when we are out of lockdown, so 
that everyone can enjoy a festive time with family and friends. No doubt we will find out 
soon whether the rule of six still applies and we will be able to open our services up again. 
Season’s Greetings 
Mark Gates, Chair Flitton and Greenfield Parish Council  

mailto:clerk@flittonandgreenfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk
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December at St John the Baptist  

 The Rev David Payne will lead  the following online services 

for the festive season: 

Sunday 6th December Virtual Morning Worship 

Sunday 13th December Virtual Christingle 

See below for how your children can join in! 

Sunday 20th December Virtual Carol Service 

Thursday 24th December, 

Christmas Eve 

A short reflection live from the Vicarage at 10pm 

 There will also be a Virtual Crib Service, where you can  

listen to the story of Christmas 

We will let you know about January and February as soon as we are able to.  
Our normal pattern of services would be; 1st Sunday—Morning Worship at 10am,  
2nd Sunday—Holy Communion at 9.30am, 3rd Sunday—Café Church at 10.30am,  

4th Sunday—Holy Communion at 8.30am 

Make your own Christingle at home and join in our Christingle service. Just email Margaret at 

mkatebutt@yahoo.co.uk to order your kit! The various elements of the Christingle represent the 

Christian message throughout the world— here’s a handy chart to show you what’s what... 

We are sad to say that, following lots of thought, discussion and 
prayer we have decided that it will not be possible to hold services in 
Church this Christmas. We will, however, do as much as we can 
online (see below) 
 

If things change and restrictions ease, we may be able to do more - 
possible outside if the weather is good. 
 

We will endeavour to let you know, via email, Facebook and 
the 3churches.uk website. To contact us, please email Jo 
at jo_holt@sky.com or Margaret at mkatebutt@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Finally, we would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas, from 
your Churchwardens, Margaret and Jo x 

http://3churches.uk/
mailto:jo_holt@sky.com
mailto:mkatebutt@yahoo.co.uk
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Flitton Church News 

 

disappointed that I won't be sharing the 
celebration of Advent and Christmas 
with the people of Flitton and Greenfield 
in quite the way that we'd all intended. 

But that's far from the end of the story 
as far as I'm concerned.  When Wizzard 
sang that they wished it could be 
Christmas every day (1973, in case you 
were thinking of looking it up), they 
were voicing what turns out to be, in 
some respects, an unnecessary 
sentiment.  

Because as far as I'm concerned, the 
heart of Christmas is that God is always 
in it with us – everyday and in all 
circumstances. He's in it with excited 
children and exhausted adults; with the 
worried, the broken and the joyful, or 
wherever else you place yourself on the 
spectrum of human experience. 
December might be when we rehearse 
the story, or our own version of it, but 
the recognition of God with us is offered 
to us as daily reality. 

My dearest wish for us all is that we 
might find this to be a season of hope for 
that very reason.  And I pray that you will 
all have a peaceful, safe and special 
Christmas celebration no matter what.  

David Payne 
 

A VERY HAPPY AND HEALTHY 
CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL FROM 
EVERYONE AT FLITTON CHURCH.  

We are delighted to hand over this time to our new Vicar,  
 the Rev David Payne.  Here’s his Christmas message...  

Same Old Story 

As the inn door closed in his face Joseph 
breathed a huge sigh and muttered an 
oath.  It turned out that Laterooms.com 
was an unreliable provider of 
accommodation at least as far as 
Bethlehem was concerned. What with 
the donkey shedding a shoe on the 
Shechem bypass and the danger of 
another tetchy row over his betrothed's 
condition at any moment it was all 
proving to be a bit of a trial... 

You don't need the greatest imagination 
to grasp that the Christmas story 
contains some untidy and unpredictable 
elements.  Even before an invasion of 
privacy by angels, shepherds and wise 
men, Mary and Joseph must contend 
with displacement, disapproval and the 
unforeseen.  There are dangers and 
death threats along the way. 

Our own telling of the Christmas story is 
often domesticated, cosy and 
sentimental.  We opt for a child-centred 
depiction of events complete with tea-
towels, tinsel and all the trimmings, 
which is all very lovely, don't get me 
wrong, but it's a long way removed from 
the strands of the original story. 

Perhaps this year, through the 
unwelcome intrusion of a pandemic we 
are in a position to appreciate  some of 
the confusion, disorder and mess of the 
Christmas story.  The frustration of being 
unable to plan or deliver a 'regular 
Christmas' is very real, not least for the 
Church, and I for one am deeply 
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Flower Arrangers 

Needed! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

If you would be prepared to join the 
rota for arranging flowers in the 

church, please contact Lesley Arthur 
on 01525 713325.  

You really REALLY don’t have to 
offer anything fancy, a few blooms 

in a vase will always suffice. You can 
do it by yourself or join up with a 

friend?  We have lost several loyal 
flower arrangers recently and that 

makes the burden heavier on those 
remaining. It's a nice, therapeutic 

thing to do… Give it a go!  

FRIENDS OF FLITTON & GREENFIELD 

CHURCH 
 

Christmas Card 2020 

A big thank you to everyone who bought the 

cards this year, we sold out the first order and 

only have a few packs left of the re-order! 

The cards are 15x15cm, and come with 

envelopes in packs of 10, costing £5 per pack. 

Please contact Heather on 01525 715439 

 

 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!! 

The response to our recent Harvest Market brochure was absolutely amazing, with nearly 

everything selling out really quickly. You helped to raise over £350 for Church Funds at this 

very difficult time, and we REALLY thank you. We apologise to all those who were 

disappointed because the produce they wanted had already sold out! 
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HAPPY TEXTMAS! 
If you enjoy any of our traditional Christmas Services, like us you will be devastated 
to miss them this year. For some it’s the time in the year that they really enjoy a 
church service, and like to pit something in the collection plate. Maybe that’s you? 
Well this year sadly you can’t do that, but you can still give your Christmas offering. .  
Just text TEXTMAS then a space then the amount in pounds to 78875  

So for example… 
To give £5 text TEXTMAS 5 to 78875  

To give £10 text TEXTMAS 10 to 78875 
(You can give any amount in pounds up to £30) 

(Texts cost the amount you pledge plus one standard rate message, The cost of your donation will be added to your 
phone bill. Make sure you have the bill payer’s permission  ) 

 

Many of us didn’t get to go on holiday this year, or spend money on our social life, so 
like the Bishop of St Albans, who has generously given a cash donation to every 
church in his diocese, why not give just a little bit to your church this Christmas? 
We will really miss not seeing you, and that has nothing to do with money. It’s to do 
with community, and tradition, and most of all the Love of God and the celebration of 
the birth of his son. 

Happy Christmas to everyone in Flitton, Greenfield and Wardhedges 
from everyone at your Church. Keep safe and God Bless. 

 

2020 - a year to remember or a year to forget? 
Everyone will have their own personal reasons for remembering the pandemic in 2020 - 
losing a loved one, going down with the virus and recovering, studying at home, being on 
furlough, doing something differently, not commuting into London. There are many reasons 
why we might not want to dwell on the sadness and the past but in years to come  when we 
look back at the last 9 months, will we remember how we adapted and will our children's 
children believe us - what would they think of no school for months? 

Whilst maintaining respect for and the memory of those who passed away, there are positives 
of how we pulled together as a community, how we acknowledged the sterling efforts of the 
NHS and key workers and how we dealt with the restrictions. Indeed, our way of life has 
changed and perhaps permanently - just think how many people intend to work from home 
going forward rather commuting for five days a week? 

We changed in 2020 but community life went on. There was no big VE day celebration but 
we commemorated with village-wide music and picnics on our doorsteps. There was no 
harvest  supper and auction but we had the mail-order harvest market.  We would like to 
record community life during lockdowns and restrictions before the memories begin to fade 
with a special edition of Flit 'n 'More  so we would welcome any contributions about how the 
community changed and any initiatives taken during the crisis. Please send any articles and 
photos to Simon Sadler at flittonsadler1@btinternet.com. 
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Remembrance Sunday  
2020 

THANK YOU... 

...to all those who attended the Wreath Laying Ceremony at the War Memorial on Sunday 

8th November and to all those who contributed to the service, especially all the people who  

worked so hard over the preceding months knitting so many beautiful poppies. Among the 

red poppies were also white ones to represent  civilians who were killed in those wars, and 

purple ones for the many animals which died. In addition there was a display of blue poppies 

in honour of today’s NHS workers.   

In these unprecedented times, the sacrifice of so many lives lost in two World Wars and 

since seems only more poignant. In times of trouble communities unite to support one 

another, and this has certainly been the case this year; in some ways, as was said at the 

ceremony, we feel as if we are fighting a war right now, but against an invisible enemy.      

Let us hope that by next year, this too will be just a memory.  

LEST WE FORGET 
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01462 711978   | 07989 257026 
www.linda-allsop-physio.co.uk 

Chartered 
Physiotherapist 

with over 30 years 
experience in both 
the Private Sector 

and the NHS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking forward to a ‘New Year’ and starting 2021. 
Pilates group classes and 1:1 sessions face to face 

and via Zoom.  
Tuesdays 9.30am, 6.25pm and 7.30pm 

Tuesdays Men Only Class 8.35pm 
Wednesdays 10.00am and 11.45am 

Thursdays 9.30am and 10.45am 
 

NEVER done Pilates before?  
Don’t worry, give me a ring to discuss before you start 

 

Charlotte 07801 367967 E:personallypilates@icloud.com 
 

Pilates has many physical and mental health benefits 
which can help us all at this time. Such as,  

 Improve Posture 
 Significantly increase core strength  

while improving flexibility 
 Develop balance and Coordination,  

for more effective movement. 
 Improve relaxation skills 
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Flitton and Greenfield Residents thanked by 
the High Sheriff of Bedfordshire 
 
It is always nice when someone thanks you for doing something and there have been 
many, many instances when people have shown great consideration for others - the 
obvious example is standing on our doorsteps every Thursday to clap for the NHS staff 
and key workers.  
 
Just as an example of initiatives taken by people in the community, the following received 
a Letter/Certificate of Appreciation from the High Sheriff of Bedfordshire for their efforts 
during the first lockdown in particular. 
 
Ruby Bishop  
Ruby made Rainbow Badges of Hope at the outset of 
lockdown to raise money for Luton & Dunstable 
Hospital and Keech Hospice; the badges were available 
from the front of her house with an honesty box for 
donations and she raised over £1700 from the 
community.  
 
Ollie Lewis  
Ollie set up the Door Step Disco as a positive 
distraction from the uncertainty over people's jobs and 
livelihoods, being on furlough himself from Easyjet. 
Using his door step as the home base, he played pre-
requested songs which were streamed through Flitton, 
Greenfield and Wardhedges via Facebook and blue 
tooth speakers, even with one car filled with speakers 
driving round the villages. Ollie also put on special 
programmes for Eurovision and VE Day.  
 
Nathan Campbell 
Despite being closed, Nathan provided a takeaway service 6 days a week since the early 
days of lockdown and furloughing all his staff; the principal intention was to make meals 
available to those in the community unable to provide for themselves but it was been 
taken up by the locals in general.   
 
Theresa Burnett 
As soon as lockdown was announced, Theresa devised a flyer offering assistance to 
anyone who was self-isolating and spearheaded its distribution to every household in 
Flitton, Greenfield and Wardhedges. She organised a network of over 40 volunteers from 
scratch via a WhatsApp group of which the majority were the local contact for any 
assistance that anyone self-isolating; assistance offered included shopping, posting mail, 
errands, dog-walking, collecting prescriptions, and most importantly, just a friendly call.  
 
We know that some acts of kindness and thoughtfulness are not obvious or publicised but 
everyone who has gone out of their way should be proud of what they have done. 
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7

8

9

Pulloxhill

10

11

18

14

13

15

16

17

17

19

20

21

22

24

23

1 Emma Druce-Lockey High St, Flitton 13 Sara McLaughlin High St, Greenfield 

2 Shirley Dickinson Mill Lane 14 Hayley Brueton Brook Lane 

3 Caroline Davison School Lane 15 Chantelle Spinks Church Lane 

4 Mel Randle High St, Flitton 16 Michelle Lewis High St, Flitton 

5 Helen Ellingham Flitton Hill 17 Joanne Claire Flitton Rd, Greenfield 

6 Helen Flynn High St, Flitton 18 Lisa Moore School Lane 

7 Annie Wilcox Flitton Rd, Greenfield 19 Teresa Broughton Eaton Mews 

8 Debbie Lawson Church Hall 20 Jane Kent Holmewood Road 

9 Wendy Brown Beech Close 21 Ali Orme Sand Rd 

10 Penny Ashby Fieldside Rd, Pulloxhill 22 Nichola Cross Flitton Hill 

11 Stacey Dayman Church Rd, Pulloxhill 23 Emma Fernandes-
Lopes 

Greenfield Rd, Flitton 

12 Margaret Lowe Village Hall 24 Jo Holt Church 

Thanks once again to all those who rose to the call to create Advent Windows. They will be 

illuminated from the December date shown, please do check them out! 

12 
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Bedfordshire Natural History Society 
(BNHS) has just published this new 
book.   
 
 

Twenty years ago BNHS published 
“Wild Bedfordshire” – a look at the 
then current state of the county’s 
wildlife.  This new book looks at all 
the same sites and many more new 
ones, and at the changes that have 
occurred. 
 
 

It is full of excellent photographs by 
Richard Revels, and a fascinating 
insight into how our wildlife is 
changing with the effect of our 
warming climate.  It features many 
fascinating sites which you may not 
know of and are worth visiting.   
 

Cost is only £20 and I have a small 
stock & can deliver.      
David Sedgley – 01525 714961   
Or:  dsedgley@talktalk.net  

HEADLINES AMONG THE HEADSTONES 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Would you like to “sponsor” a rose in memory of a loved one? 
We are resurrecting the rose garden and want to restock with new plants.  

You choose the colour and we plant later in the year. 
 

Do you have any spare time to lend a hand in looking after the churchyard? 
 We are looking to establish a rota for cutting or strimming the grass, weeding  
flower beds and paths, arguing with ivy and nettles and general maintenance.  

Clearly this is seasonal. 
 

If either answer is yes, please contact Simon Sadler for further details 

mailto:dsedgley@talktalk.net
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      1  2       

               

    3           

               

               

    4      5     

   6    7        

         8      

      9         

   10  11      12    

     13          

               

14      15  16   17    

               

               

               

ACROSS      DOWN 
1.    Mincemeat holder    1.   Another word for 17 across 
3. Santa’s ride     2.   American Christmas drink  
6.  Celebration     4.   Delicious dinner centrepiece 
8.  New-born     5.   December holiday 
9.  North pole crew    7.   Do you prefer chocolate or wood? 
13.  Word of praise     8.   “Jingle _____” 
14. Words in a Christmas card   10.  Christmas tree 
17. Opened on Christmas day   11. Ringing in the Season 
Copyright Kim Steele     12. What carollers do (not this year!) 
        15.  Frenchman born at Christmas 
       16. Snow glider 

Oops! Santa has dropped his sack and all the presents have got jumbled up. Can you 

help him sort them into order? You’ll be put straight onto the Nice List! 
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CHLOE’S LITTLE BOOK SHOP 

Discounted Children’s Books 

chloeslittlebookshop.selz.com 

10% off all orders and free delivery 

with discount code FLITNMORE 
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    Greenfield & Pulloxhill Academy 
   Nurture, Inspire, Flourish 

 
Greenfield School is a church school. 

Our Christian ethos: nurture, inspire, flourish; underpinned by Jesus' 
mustard seed parable - the smallest of seeds when planted becomes the 

greatest of trees (Mt13v31-32).   
We nurture each other while growing in confidence, knowledge and 

character; we inspire creativity and support relationships and resilience to 
enable our community to flourish. 

Greenfield School is a one form entry school and Pulloxhill School has mixed 
year groups for Years 1 & 2 and Years 3 & 4.  Both schools are Values 

Education schools and this underpins everything we do.  Our teachers are 
caring and kind and our children are absolutely wonderful.  We all work 

together in a happy, positive environment where adults and children thrive.   
Our curriculum is designed to educate, challenge and inspire our children 

into being life-long learners. 
Both schools have a nursery, in which we invite children from 2 years 9 

months to attend a variety of sessions on offer.  Our nursery classes are 
happy, fun environments for children to begin their education  

with experienced members of staff. We encourage visits to our school.   
We would love to hear from you and are always ready to welcome visitors 

as we take pride in our schools. 
 

Mrs Debbie Drawbridge - Headteacher 
  

        Greenfield School      Pulloxhill School 
        Nursery (2yrs 9 months)      Nursery (2yrs 9 months)                  
 to  Year 4       to Year 4 
       Phone: 01525 712426            Phone: 01525 713150 
       Email: supplies@gpacademy.org.uk     Email: phs@gpacademy.org.uk 

mailto:supplies@gpacademy.org.uk
mailto:phs@gpacademy.org.uk
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Flit Vale Wildlife Trust Winter 

2021 Programme 

 

As we are not able to hold any events in the normal way due to Covid19 

regulations, we are intending to hold two virtual talks via Zoom in January & 

February. 

We are not sure of dates of these yet but they are likely to be Wednesday 

evenings. 

One will be by Brian Eversham (CEO of our Wildlife Trust) with the subject “The 

Future of Wildlife”. 

Please check with Ann re dates in early 2021 and to let her know you are 
interested. 
 
Please contact Ann on 07580 178889  or  flitvale.info@gmail.com   

mailto:flitvale.info@gmail.com
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by kind, caring professionals 

Fully insured 
Currently taking 

on new customers 

THE FAMOUS FLITTON POTATO 

RACE 

WILL RETURN NEXT YEAR!!

on 

Sunday 4th July 2021 

So let’s all look forward to that and 
imagine that 2020 never happened! 
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Our team of DBS checked volunteers all live in the villages that we cover (Flitton, Greenfield, 
Pulloxhill and Wardhedges) and have a willingness to give up their time to assist others, 
something which has become ever more prevalent over the recent weeks. In fact, our usual 
14 volunteers have over doubled by temporary volunteers who have joined us to assist with 
the increase in demand during this difficult period. 
 
During the Coronavirus situation, we have been busy picking up prescriptions and getting 
shopping for residents who are self isolating. Normally, our main tasks involve providing lifts 
to medical appointments or to the shops, but with social distancing, this simply isn’t possible 
at the moment. 
 
There are several ways that you can get in touch with us. We have a dedicated mobile phone 
number which is manned 7 days a week (07594 578 741) and a Facebook page where you can 
send us a request for assistance through Facebook Messenger. We also have an email ad-
dress where you can contact us (info@good-neighbours.org.uk). 
 
Our group is funded by donations from those we assist and by the reasonable charges we 
make for lifts which covers the volunteer’s fuel and a small donation to our scheme. We are 
also very fortunate that the Flitton & Greenfield Parish Council have made donations to our 
scheme to assist us in buying equipment needed and to help cover 

Julia Burkett 
Love4Learning   
Tutorials 
 
Private tutoring in  
Maths, Biology, Chemistry and Physics  
from qualified teacher.  
Levels KS3-GCSE, and A level Biology.    
References can be supplied on request 
 

Contact Dr Julia Burkett 
01525 721630/ 07709 763889  
julia_aked@hotmail.com 
 

For distance learning - using WhatsApp 
video, Zoom or similar platform 

KEEP CALM 

THIS 

CHRISTMAS! 
 

Still a few bags left 

at £7 each;  

all profits will go to 
the church. 
 

Sized 31 x 23 x 31 
cm,  
the bags are available now from  
Simon Sadler Orchard House,  
High Street, Flitton MK45 5DU   
flittonsadler1@btinternet.com  
or on 861727 or 07341 550990 

mailto:info@good-neighbours.org.uk
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KP Sewing 

Repairs & Alterations 

Sewing by hand or machine 

 

 

 

Fast & friendly service 

Quick & convenient 

Pick up & deliver 

Harlington based 

Contact Karen 

07930 443123 

kpsewing@outlook.com 



21 

‘Flit‘n’More is published and distributed by the Parochial Church Council of St. John the 
Baptist, Flitton, and Flitton & Greenfield Parish Council. The editors are Jo Holt, 
jo_holt@sky.com and Angela Ayres, martandang@btinternet.com Please note that views 
expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the Editors or PCC. ADVERTISE 
YOUR EVENT/ORGANISATION IN FLIT ‘N’ MORE…. THAT’S WHAT IT’S THERE 
FOR! The next issue will be out in Feb 2021 for events up until April. Please contact Jo or 
Angela if you have something to publicise, or Simon on 861727 if you would like to advertise. 
Free for voluntary groups, very good rates for businesses. 

Bespoke rustic 

Christmas decorations 

available at High Street, 

Flitton.  

Every one made to order. Choice 

of finish. Limited availability, 

when they’re gone they’re gone!  

 

£15 for frames & pyramids, cones £5 each. 

Contact 07775 842407 for details. 

Look out for Father Christmas as he 
comes to the village on a pre-
Christmas Eve visit  
to make sure that all the children 
are being good… 
 
Tuesday 15th December  
in Flitton + Wardhedges  
(collection for Village Hall) 
and Sunday 20th December 
in Greenfield + Woodlands  
(collection for the school) 
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Village History 

by Margaret Butt 

 

Thomas Fisher 1772- 1836 

There have been several artists associated with 
Flitton and Flitton cum Silsoe, and Thomas Fisher 
is perhaps the best known of them.. He was born in 
1772 in Rochester, the younger son of Thomas 
Fisher, printer, bookseller and alderman of Roches-
ter. In 1786, Fisher joined India House as a clerk 
and in 1816 was appointed searcher of records. He 
was renowned for the careful care of records and 
documents. He retired in 1834 having worked for 
the same company for many years. He never mar-
ried and died in 1836. 

His leisure hours were spent in drawing, painting and antiquarian research all over Britain. 
He was a dissenter so was barred from becoming a member of the London based Society 
of Antiquities until 1836, not long before he died. Dissenters were opposed to state inter-
ference in church matters and their rights were limited after the Restoration of Charles II. 
Dissenters often had their own churches, schools and communities 

His wide ranging interests included Roman mosaics, drawings and engravings for maga-
zines, the preservation of wall paintings in churches, detailed drawings of churches and 
old buildings as well as townscapes. He was fascinated with architecture and  historical 
artefacts of the past and his work is renowned for its accuracy and detail. Fisher was paint-
ing at the same time as John Constable and they definitely knew each other. 

He was one of the first people to draw brasses in detail and the de Grey brasses were one 
of the reasons he spent so much time in Bedfordshire. Most of Fisher’s Bedfordshire paint-

ings and drawings were made between 1812 and 1822 when 
he visited the county on numerous occasions. He published 95 
plates from his drawings of monumental and other remains in 
Bedfordshire, and in 1828, he published 50 copies of 37 draw-
ings  entitled 'Monumental Remains and Antiquities in the 
County of Bedford. His work covers many places in our county 
including Ampthill, Toddington, Eversholt, Ridgmont,  Stepping-
ley,  Potton and Dunstable. They are an amazing record of how 
our towns and villages looked. 

Flitton is well represented by Fisher's work. He painted St John 
the Baptist church in Flitton standing from The White Hart look-
ing east (see above) which was originally part of the Russell 
collection at Woburn. I am lucky enough to own this painting.  
Peat Digging on Flitton Moor is another  well known local paint-
ing from 1815, now owned by The Flitwick and District Heritage 
Group, and he also made  a very detailed drawing of the brass 
of Sir Harry Gray in 1813. This was on the floor of the mausole-
um and the oldest artefact there. It was originally on a wall of 
the church but was placed on the floor of the mausoleum at a 
later date. The brass is now in storage after conservation work 
by English Heritage at Wrest Park. 
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ORGANISATION CONTACT NAME PHONE 

Vicar Rev David Payne 864858 

Churchwardens Margaret Butt 
Jo Holt 

862170 
792777 

Flit ‘n’ More Editorial: Angela Ayres, Jo Holt 
Advertising: Simon Sadler 
Distribution: Pat Woodland 

860723/792777 
861727 
860189 

Church Choir Clare Butler-Ellis 861496 

Bellringers Jen Fisher 713917 

Church Flowers Lesley Arthur 713325 

Friends of F & G Church Jo Holt 792777 

Parish Council Debbie Lawson (Clerk) clerk@flittongreenfield.org.uk 

Village Hall Hire Margaret Lowe 07938 965817 

Church Hall Hire Jill Chandler 860715 

Bedfordshire Police Ampthill Team 01234 841212 

Greenfield Lower School 
& Ducklings Pre-School 

Head Teacher 
Mrs Debbie Drawbridge 

712426 

Good Neighbours www.good-neighbours.org.uk 07594 578741 

Scouts and Cubs Badger Hill Scout Group www.badgerhillscouts.org.uk 

Stepping Stones Toddlers Lisa Moore 07949 047990 or 721738 

Brownies Jane Staff 717294 

Multi Use Games Area  Dawn Busbridge 07860 632427 

Allotments Bob Rishton/Rik Stokes Bob 07712 534901 
Rik 712180  

Village Gala Margaret Lowe 861111 

Friends of Flitton Moor Dave Sedgley 714961 

Jazzercise Clare Godleman 404858 

Fit to the Core UK Nicola Rayner fitone@live.co.uk  07801 510988 

Women’s Institute Meriel Davies 633421 

The Greensand Trust Maulden Office 01234 743666 

Potato Race Simon Sadler 861727 

The Mausoleum Wrest Park: 01525 860000 www.english-heritage.org.uk 

Ampthill & Flitwick Flyers Dave Sedgley 714961 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR DETAILS ADDED TO OR DELETED FROM THIS LIST,  

CONTACT THE EDITOR 


